OPEN   COMBAT

and it is to the Idea alone that we owe absolute
allegiance. The Leader is human, and it is human to
err.3

cYou are talking monumental idiocy. You wish to
give Party members the right to decide whether or not
the Fiihrer has remained faithful to the so-called Idea.
It's the lowest kind of democracy, and we want
nothing to do with it! For us the Idea is the Fiihrer,
and each Party member has only to obey the Fiihrer.3

cNo,? I replied. 'What you say is all very well for
the Roman Church, from which, incidentally, Italian
Fascism took its inspiration. But I maintain that for
Germany the Idea is the decisive thing, and that the
individual conscience should be called upon to decide
if there is any divergence between the Idea and the
Leader/

cOn that point we disagree,5 barked Hitler. He sat
down and began rubbing his knees with a circular
motion that grew quicker and quicker. 'What you
say would lead to the dissolution of our organization,
which is based on discipline. I have no intention of
allowing our organization to be disrupted by a crazy
scribbler. You have been an officer, and you see that
your brother accepts my discipline, even if he doesn't
always see eye-to-eye with me. Take a lesson from
him; he's a fine man.5

He seized my hands, as he had done two years before.
His voice was choked with sobs, and tears flowed
down his cheeks.

'Discipline, Herr Hitler, is only an aid to the crea-
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